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Surely the Hampton Falls and Hampton Rivers and their tributaries have to be the earliest 
means of transportation in the area. From small craft and shallops to schooners and gundalows, 
man plied these marsh waterways carrying hay, fish, and local produce, and for leisurely outings 
"down гімег," М/аїег transportation must have been at its zenith in 1823 when David Nudd was 
authorized under the name of “The Proprietors of Hampton Canal” to construct a canal from 


Hampton Landing to Brown's River. 


The lanes and roadways passing through the sylvan farm and woodlands of John Greenleaf 
Whittier's time have given way to (ће remarkable system ої paved highways that are used іп 
Hampton Falls and the environs today. History would tell us that early roads used the well estab- 
lished Indian trails as guides. This is not difficult to imagine if one drives along present Route 88 
and its many curves between Hampton Falls Hill and Exeter. This was formerly the Munt Hill 


Road. 


The oldest road on record is one laid out from the meeting house green in Hampton to the Falls 
on June 9, 1640. This road was probably located very nearly in the same place as Lafayette Road or 
U.S. Route 1 today. The road over the 120 rod causeway, or “Causey” аз it was known, was a make- 
shift affair,and the road was often impassable except at low tide, and heavy tides often washed it 


out to be unusable. 


The Hampton Causeway Turnpike Company was incorporated December 22, 1808, and was 
authorized and empowered to repair and keep in repair a toll road from Sanborn's Hillin Hampton 
Falls to the causeway in Hampton, to build a bridge over the Hampton River, and other measures to 
render the road more useable.'The first toll-taker for the turnpike was Caleb Towle whose house 
stood at one end of the "Causey," and was jokingly known as the “Towle Toll House.” 


1972 might find it hard to believe that “the depot" once was a building complete 
with ticket office, wailing room, and living quarters upstairs for the station agent and his fam ily. 


Children | 
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Surely the Hampton Falls and Hampton Rivers and their tributaries have to be the earliest 
means of transportation in the area. From small craft and shallops to schooners and gundalows, 
man plied these marsh waterways carrying hay, fish, and local produce, and for leisurely outings 
“down river.” Water transportation must have been at its zenith in 1823 when David Nudd was 


authorized under the name of "Тһе Proprietors of Hampton Canal” to construct a canal from 
Hampton Landing to Brown's River. 


The lanes and roadways passing through the sylvan farm and woodlands of John Greenleaf 
Whittier's time have given way to the remarkable system of paved highways that are used in 
Hampton Falls and the environs today. History would tell us that early roads used the well estab- 
lished Indian trails as guides. This is not difficult to imagine if one drives along present Route 88 
and its many curves between Hampton Falls Hill and Exeter. This was formerly the Munt Hill 
Road. 


The oldest road on record is one laid out from the meeting house green in Hampton to the Falls 
on June 9, 1640. This road was probably located very nearly in the same place as Lafayette Road or 
U.S. Route 1 today. The road over the 120 rod causeway, or “Causey” as it was known, was a make- 
shift affair,and the road was often impassable except at low tide, and heavy tides often washed it 
out to be unusable. 


The Hampton Causeway Turnpike Company was incorporated December 22, 1808, and was 
authorized and empowered to repair and keep in repair a toll road from Sanborn's Hill in Hampton 
Falls to the causeway in Hampton, to build а bridge over the Hampton River, and other measures to 
render the road more useable. The first toll-taker for the turnpike was Caleb Towle whose house 
stood at one end of (те "Сацзеу," and was jokingly known as the “Towle Toll House." 


Children in 1972 might find it hard to believe that "the depot" once was a building complete 
with ticket office, wailing room, and living quarters upstairs for the station agent and his family. 


20 


"N. H. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT Work No, . 
HT OF ‘WAY SOURCE RECORDS 
A бесолвв: Book .. 


inal 
бй 1 From . 


Proprietors Fe 

er i 50 I Width of Road 

Ta Date of Layout 
April 24.1849 ХТВАСТ 


Po tition-—ofMm+ATilton; | James—bovering—and-26-0thers—to—the—Selectmen— 
of Exeter that the street in Exeter known as Academy Street should 
be widened from Front Street to the Reservoir. 


We therefore widen the same;- Beginning at a point 9 
feet and 3 inches easterly from the south westerly corner of land 
те of the-#rustees-of Philtps—Exeter—Academy—(being-the—corner—at——_ 
the junction òf Academy Street and Front Street) and at Front 
Street,measuring on a line with the Academy yard fence standing 
— — orei Front-Street-and-running-Nr16-degr801-Wrthrough-Lend-of- 
== said Trustees of Philips Exeter Academy 31 rods and 19 links to 
a Reservoir. 
1e—Line—above-described—is—to—be—the-sasteriy—side—of 
the highway. 
We award to the owners of land taken for said highway 
— 


e—foliowing-sum-to-be-paid-by-the—town; 
— ‘Trustees of Philáps Exeter Academy, $60.00 
June 26.1849. 


-1849— — 


Petition of Josiah H.Folsom and 20 others to the Selectmen of Exeter 
that it is necessary and in the interests of thebublic that the 
ISA D pp ghe og i 
line of Hampton Falls near the dwelling house of 
от Pike,should be widened and straightened. 
Е to therefore wiüen-und-straighten;-—Beginning-on-the-dEvisia— 
eter and Hampton Falls on land of Samuel 
Melcher and at а point two rods from the easterly side of the highway 


7 


' thence N.11 deg. 
E.on said Melcher's land 6 rods and 8 links, thence N.24 deg.E.on said 
Tods-und-il 


Meicherts 
; the above ne is to 
gru be the easterly side of that part of said highway. 
— ID coms 


e A — == 
П by the wall (being the 
third apple tree from the northerly end as a row of said trees) and 
dp вошт teads-t0 Beni — 
in; ing house, and run N.25 deg.E. on said Joshua Pike!s 
land 23 Toda and 1 link to a stake, theme N.23 deg.E.9 rods and 18 


land 9 rods and 18 links, thence N. io deg.E. 6 rods end 10 links on 
said Pikes land, thence N.7 deg.E.6 rods and 6 links on said Pikes 


tghway;—then 
— side of said highway as it now is бо a post оп Geo.0.Dearborn{s land 
and standing one rod from the northerly post of a pair of bars that 
СО A Lena e ee 
to stake by the wall by said 
highway.( the line above described on said [ziv and Dearborns land 
i6no$—by— — — 


on land of Josiah Robinson and about 7 rods from the brook which runs 
——— — ————mear tne üwelling house of Jonathan Robinson; (ти tast mame 


said Josiah Robinsons land, thence N.8 deg.E.6 rods to a stake on land 
га пу thence N.17-deg.30!—E.or said Jostahts—tand-6-rods——_ 
da 


the last named courses through land of Josiah Robinson to be the 
--------бизкегіу-ніш т = 


а 1y1n 
of the road,thence from said S,E,Corner,N.3 deg.E.10 rods and 4 links 
аупен land to а stake; thence Nr- tog We 


4 links to an apple tree standing at the wall by said road,thence 
Img suid-old road нео it пом runs бо the—house-of MH Robinson—— ` 
(San hack af this араб. ОА) E 


A N. H. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT Work No. .. "T éx 1 
er RIGHT OF WAY SOURCE RECORDS”. N 
RECORDS: Воо... " вини Town of .. BEARER. 


Gu ] во Namo of Road 
Proprietors Local 
- General Court Sessions State System 
County Width of Road 
Town .. в Dato of Layout 
EXTRACT 


October 30.1829. => 
Petition of Peter Chadwick and seven others to the Selectmen of the 


f-Exeter-to-make-the-existing-highway-leading-From-Hater-Strest — 
to Court Street in said town wider and straighter. 


3le—thenefone-have-widened-and-straightened—the—said— — — — — — 
highway as follows;- | 
Beginning аб a stake standing 74 links westerly of the 
—————— ——s0uth-westerly-oorner-of—the-Widow-Poor-.9-barh,from-thenoco-running. 
5.5 deg.E.74 links to the south westerly corner of said barn, which 
stands 5 feet oasterly of an elm tree standing nearly on the line 
———betwsen-said-Samuel-Somerby—land-and-land-used-as-a-Parsonage — — — — — 
belonging to the First Congregational Society in said Exeter,- 
thence N.69 deg.W,143 links. 
d—we—award—b5o—b5he—aaid—Samuel—Semenby—for—land—taken— — — —— 


for the purpose aforesaid the sum of $30.00 to ђе paid by the town 
of Exeter. 
7 —— — — ——NVWoxenber-21:1829. 


— See page 75 

—— — — — —wWinutes—of—the-oourses-end—the—land—taken-fnom-land—own 

Tash and laid out in the road;- began at the líne between Brentwood 

&nd Exeter one ro rom е o road and run 5. ege. rods to a 
stake—20—links—from—the—old—road—thens: legrErl2-rodsnd__  -- 
17 links to the road leading from Brentwood to Epping being 3 rods 

and 5 links from the old road,making 555 rods of land and length | 


—— ОР fence—22-rods—and-17-1inkss———_——_— l 
"Рог land,20.D.per acre, $4.18; for Гепсе,12% C.per rod,$2.81 


From Mrs.Martin;- Began on the road leading from Brentwood to Epping 
at an apple tree standing 2 rods and 10 links from the old road, 

— — — — ——hen-run-8;81—deg.E:15-rods—to—bhe-road,;mnsking-l8-rods—ef—l 
15 rods of fence; land, $2.25; fence. $1.87. 


Zhe—above—kaná—laid-out—in—the—year—1829-by—the—former—5eleotmen 
Exeter November 8.1830. 


———— — —jiánutes—-ef—iand—keid-out—in—bhe—-road-between-Exeter—and-Hampton-Ralls.— — 
Beginning near the bars on the Brown pasture so called 
Б belonging to Trueworthy Robinson extending about 25 rods as the 
—— — — mel now-stends—contal. —about-20—Podebf—land,—end—we—awand—to—said — 
ы Robinson the sum of $5.00 
November 8.1830. 
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Stockton Services 
PO Box 1306 
Hampton, NH 03843-1306 


May 14, 2001 


Joseph Valle 

The Valle Group 
1007 High Street 
Dedham, MA 02026 


Subject: Route 88, Hampton Falls 


Dear Mr. Valle: 


In response to your recent inquiry regarding the right of way width for Exeter Road (Route 88) 
in Hampton Falls, preliminary research and field inspection has yielded the following 
information: 


1. 


This road is the subject of an entry in the Hampton Town Records (Volume 2 p. 144, 
1700) but no assigned width is mentioned. 


It is also noted as the Northerly boundary of the Third West Division, which was laid out in 
the early 1700's. Again, no width for the road is mentioned in the return for this division. 


There is a statement in the History of Hampton Falls, p. 368, which indicates that in the 
early 1800's, "the roads, with the exception of the tumpike and Exeter Road, were 
narrow." The "tumpike" (i.e. what is now Route 1) was originally laid out at a width of four 
rods. It was customary for principal roads to be three rods (49.5') or four rods (66') wide. 


On May 11, ! drove the length of Route 88 from its intersection with Drinkwater Road to 
the Exeter town line. | stopped wherever | noticed old walls or other ancient physical 
evidence on both sides of the road which could provide evidence of an intended width if 
the road was laid out or of an accepted width if the right of way was created by 
prescription. The measurements taken at these locations were as follows: 57', 69, 57, 
57", 61', 60', 47', 56, 49', 48', 47, 47", 46', 48', 53, 50. 


I did not find physical evidence to suggest a right of way width as narrow as two rods (33) 
at any point along the road. My preliminary conclusion based on evidence gathered to 
date is that Exeter Road, if laid out, was intended to be at least 3 rods wide and possibly 
3 1/2 rods wide in some sections. Further research and survey would be needed to 
provide a more definitive answer to this question. 


Yours truly, 


Anne W. Bialobrzeski 
NHLLS #752 
Stockton Services 


